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• CONTEXT OF COLOMBIA

• INTERNAL CONFLICT AND ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE

• CASES OF FABIOLA, MARIA, MARTHA

• AN IMPULSE TO PRESERVE AND SAVE, SO THEY CAN BEAR

WITNESS.

OUTLINE



ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE:

“THE ARREST, DETENTION, ABDUCTION OR ANY OTHER FORM OF

DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY BY AGENTS OF THE STATE OR BY PERSONS

OR GROUPS OF PERSONS ACTING WITH THE AUTHORIZATION, SUPPORT

OR ACQUIESCENCE OF THE STATE, FOLLOWED BY A REFUSAL TO

ACKNOWLEDGE THE DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY OR BY CONCEALMENT

OF THE FATE OR WHEREABOUTS OF THE DISAPPEARED PERSON, WHICH

PLACE SUCH A PERSON OUTSIDE THE PROTECTION OF THE LAW” 

(INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL

PERSONS FROM ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE, 2006.  ART.2).



FAMILIES OF THE DISAPPEARED

Photo: Martha Soto Gallo – sister to Jorge 
(disappeared in 1985)

Photo: Organisation of Families of Disappeared Detained, 

Chile

Art installation by the families, Colombia



FABIOLA LALINDE – MOTHER TO LUIS FERNANDO LALINDE

(DISAPPEARED 1984)



• ARCHIVE REGISTERED AS UNESCO MEMORY OF

THE WORLD REGISTER FOR LATIN AMERICA AND

THE CARIBBEAN.

Fabiola Lalinde’s archive



‘MARIA’ (ANONYMOUS)

- 3 DISAPPEARED CHILDREN

- SHE HAS STOPPED SEARCHING

A local memory building project that 

collects items and photographs from 

families



PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS FOR 
FAMILIES OF DISAPPEARED 
PERSONS DEVELOPED BY 
ASFADDES – “HOW TO CREATE A 
DOSSIER”

20XX Pitch Deck 8



PHOTO OF JORGE .  
DONATED BY MARTHA

SOTO GALLO
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Martha Soto Gal lo -
s i ster  to Jorge

Personal archive of Martha Soto Gallo



OTHER DOCUMENTS:

CERTIFICATES, LETTERS, 

PETITIONS, REPLIES, PHOTOS, 

COPIES OF RESOLUTIONS, 

IDENTITY DOCUMENTS, ÍTEMS

(PIECES OF CLOTHING, ÍTEMS

OF SENTIMENTAL VALUE)..

20XX 10
Martha’s drawing of Jorge



FROM UNINTENTIONAL ARCHIVES 

TO INTENTIONAL ARCHIVES
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“We (the families) got 

together and said we 

have to preserve and 

save, even the 

envelopes (she 
laughs)….it is as if you 

don’t have a 

disappeared person if 

you don’t have an 

archive or folder” 

(Martha Soto Gallo 
interview 18.01.2022.)

….the archive becomes an aim in itself.



TEJEDORAS DE 

MAMPUJAN – RADIO 

NACIONAL DE COLOMBIA

New ways of recordkeeping

• Textiles

• Music

• Dances

• Woodcuttings

• Creating prayers

• Murals

Photo: Blanquita Monroy, 

woodcutting Source: BBC

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-52356400


MUSIC OF THE 

CONFLICT 

• THE RAP OF URBAN SLUMS

• INDIGENOUS MUSIC

• TRADITIONAL MIXTURE THAT IS COLOMBIAN

MUSIC OF SPANISH, AFRICAN AND NATIVE

SOUNDS

• THE STORIES OF MASSACRES, DISAPPEARANCES, 
FORCED EXILE, ETC. 

https://www.bibliotecamusicalpaz.com/

https://comisiondelaverdad.co/actualidad/noticias/canciones-comision-verdad-colombia
https://comisiondelaverdad.co/actualidad/noticias/canciones-comision-verdad-colombia


https://centrodememoriahistorica.gov.co/micrositios/

minga-muralista/

https://centrodememoriahistorica.gov.co/micrositios/minga-muralista/
https://centrodememoriahistorica.gov.co/micrositios/minga-muralista/


ARCHIVES OF 

THE 

DISAPPEARED

• FOR MEMORIALISATION, JUSTICE

AND ACTIVISM

• COMBINES THE

IMPOSED/BUREAUCRATIC + THE

MOULDABLE/PERSONAL
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